The Needs Assessment For Social Work Ph.D.
Curriculum Revision; a Qualitative Study

Masoomeh Maarefvand®: Assistant professor, faculty member, social work department, university of social
welfare and rehabilitation, Tehran, Iran. arammaref(@gmail.com

Ghoncheh Raheb: Associate professor, faculty member, social work department, university of social welfare
and rehabilitation, Tehran, Iran. ghraheb@gmail.com

Hamideh Addelyan Rasi: Assistant professor, department of social work, Allameh Tabatabai university,
Tehran, Iran. addelyan@atu.ac.ir

Foroozan Shokooh: Ph.D. of medical education university of social welfare and rehabilitation sciences, Tehran, Iran.
fshokooh@yahoo.com

Maryam Z.abihi Poursaadati: Ph.D. student of social work, department of social work, university of
social welfare and rehabilitation sciences, Tehran, Iran. m.zabihi.2005@gmail.com

[ Downloaded from socialworkmag.ir on 2025-11-29 |

Abstract I Keywords
Introduction: Curriculum of Ph.D. of social work in Iran was first ap-

proved in 2003 and in 2006 the University of social welfare and reha- Social Work
bilitation sciences admitted first Ph.D. students. This curriculum has not

revised since its approval. Due to the widespread social changes over Curriculum
these years in Iran, especially in the social health and social policy area,

the Ph.D. program is not sufficiently responsive to the needs of the so- Ph.D.

ciety and students. In this regard, it is essential to analyze the stakehold-
ers’ feedback on the necessary revision of the curriculum.

Methods: A directed content analysis was used in this study. Twelve
participants who were teachers, Ph.D. graduates and Ph.D. students

of social work at the time of this study were recruited and interviewed
through purposive sampling.

Results: Participants recommended several objectives and responsibili-
ties for social work Ph.D. graduates such as policy-making, leadership,
and programming, critical theory and theory developing, practicing
theoretical and field education and supervision, research, and clinical
interventions. The most important inclusion criteria for admission in the
Ph.D. of social work were having and a bachelor's and master's degree
in social work and have a background career experience. Participants
also emphasized on practical and internship courses.

Conclusions: It is recommended to consider policy-making, leadership,
and programming, critical theory and theory developing, practicing
theoretical and field education and supervision, research, and clinical
interventions as key responsibilities of a social work Ph.D. student.
Accordingly, persons with appropriate academic and career background
should be admitted to this program. Appropriate teaching methods and
practices and internship courses are essential for the Ph.D. curriculum of *Corresponding Author

social work. Study Type: Original
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