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Abstract I Keywords

Introduction: When discussing drug use, it's been observed that social
isolation often follows substance abuse and is closely linked with issues
such as relapsing into addiction and struggling to quit drugs. Therefore,
this study aimed to explore how family support and social labels affect the

Social Isolation,
Social Stigma, Family
Support, Social Exclu-

social isolation of female drug users, with the mediating factor of social sion
exclusion.

*Corresponding Author
Methods: The study used an explanatory survey method. The field of Study Type: Original
study was addiction treatment centers in Golestan province. A sample of Received: 21 Aug 2023
one hundred and eighty-seven women undergoing treatment was selected Accepted: 18 Mar 2024

using available sampling methods. The analysis technique was based on the
AMOS26 structural equation model.

Results: The research results indicated that social exclusion has a notably positive impact on
social isolation. Furthermore, family support and social labels were found to significantly influ-
ence social exclusion. Finally, family support and social labels appeared to have a significant
impact on the social isolation of addicted women, but only indirectly through social exclusion.

Conclusions: The findings of this study indicate that social exclusion, family support, and
social stigma significantly contribute to the social isolation experienced by women who use
drugs. As a result, addressing and influencing these factors can play a crucial role in reducing
social isolation among female drug users and facilitating their recovery. In this process, a social
worker can serve as a facilitator.

Please cite this Kiaahmadi A, and Hosseini S. The impact of family support and social stigma
article as follows:  on the social isolation of female drug users and the mediating role of social
exclusion. Quarterly Journal of Social Work. 2023; 12 (3); 65-74
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